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Scandinavian Loop - 

Trip Report

Joint event with VASA 

2 p.m. September 10
Trinity Lutheran Church

Please join us on Sunday, September 10, 2 p.m., at Trinity Lutheran Church, 

downtown Kalamazoo, for the joint meeting of the Sons of Norway and VASA.

We will begin this joint meeting by observing the great Scandinavian 

tradition: eating. The meal will begin at 2 p.m. Please bring a dish, hot or cold, 

to pass.

Karen Kunze is in charge of the set-up.

After the meal we will sing the national anthems, led by Margery Selden at 

the piano, followed by a brief Memorial Service, reading the names of the 

members of both Askeladden Lodge and VASA Chapter, who have died during 

the past year. We will sing the hymn “Peace among Earth’s Peoples,” composed 

by Margery Selden.

Earnie Best will present the Cultural Program, talking about his recent trip 

to Norway. Earnie’s talk will be aided with projected photos from several 

Scandinavian countries from his trip.

After Earnie’s presentation, each group will conduct separate business 

sessions. Askeladden Lodge will meet in the lounge on the upper level. The 

main item on the agenda is the election of the Nominating Committee. Any 

requests for consideration of the Norway Trip drawing must be submitted in 

writing to the Membership Secretary before the end of this meeting. 

Again, please join us on Sunday, September 10, for friendship, food, and 

fun.
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  Fra Presidenten

Under the Bylaws of the Sons of Norway, the fiscal 
year for Askeladden Lodge (and the other 400 local 
lodges) begins on January 1 of each year.

In many ways the month of September is the 
beginning of the new year for Askeladden Lodge, 
despite the Bylaws specifying the month of January.

The lazy months of summer are over. In September, 
we begin the monthly lodge meetings, consisting of 
meals, cultural programs, and business sessions.

In our yearly cycle, the months of September, 
October, and November are the most important. During 
these months, we elect the Lodge officers for 2018.

In September, the Lodge elects the Nominating 
Committee. In October, the Nominating Committee then  
presents to the Lodge the slate of candidates 
recommended for the Lodge offices. In November, the 
Lodge elects the Lodge officers for 2018.

It is important to note that under the Sons of Norway 
Bylaws, the election of the Nominating Committee and 
the election of the Lodge officers are done by the Lodge 
members. These actions cannot be delegated to the 
Board of Directors.

Please consider serving on the Nominating 
Committee and serving as a Lodge Officer.

Welcome back to the monthly Lodge meetings and I 
hope to see you on September 10th.

Curtis A. Cleveland, Lodge President

Have Dues questions? Find answers with 

these handy resources

Sons of Norway’s 2018 simplified dues structure 
goes into effect on January 1. Check out the following 
resources for more information.

Website – www.sonsofnorway.com

The website is now updated with a detailed dues 
structure chart and dues information. More frequently 
asked questions and answers have also been added. The 
history of how the dues changes came about remains on 
the site, and online information will continue to be 
supplemented on an as-needed basis.

Publications – Watch for informative articles in our 
communication channels. The August issue of Viking 
contained the updated dues information. 

Email – To make it even easier for members to get 
their questions answered, they may submit them 24/7 to 
a dedicated email address, 2018dues@sofn.com 

Staff will respond to inquiries in a timely manner.

Sandra Shaffer

Sandy (Sandra J.) Shaffer passed away August 9, 2017. She 
was 74.

Sandy, a Golden Member of 
Sons of Norway, came to 
Askeladden along with her son, 
Thad Shaffer, many years ago when 
their lodge in South Haven, 
Vennskap (Friendship) closed. 
Sandy’s granddaughter Ashli Niles 
and great-granddaughter Lyla (our 
most recent ‘Lucia’) are also 
Askeladden members.

We will remember Sandy as 
‘Golden’ in more ways than one. 
She was our long-time faithful 
Lodge Secretary, driving regularly 
to Kalamazoo from South Haven, 
even at night for meetings, which 
was remarkable. Sandy was a quiet  
presence in a maelstrom of lodge 
activity, a ‘peacemaker’, soft-
spoken, cooperative, and a friend 
to all.

 Sandy fostered her family’s 
interest and connection to Norway 
and encouraged their participation 
in Norwegian summer heritage 
camps. 

 When Sandy won her ‘Two 
tickets to Norway’ she took her 
granddaughter, Ashli with her. And 
when Sandy presented her Norway 
program, Ashli was by her side, 
sharing memories.

We are saddened by Sandy’s 
unexpected passing and can only 
imagine how she will be missed.

Services will be held at a 
later date.

For more about Sandy, read – 
www.filbrandtffh.com/
notices/Sandra-Shaffer

- Submitted by Karen Jaegersen Kunze

Photos top to bottom: Sandy with great-granddaughter Lyla 

celebrating Syttende Mai, 2011; Sandy at the 20th Anniversary 

Celebration, September 2008; Sandy sitting with granddaughter 

Ashli Niles, at Juletrefest / Luciafest, December 2015; Sandy and 

family at 20th Anniversary
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Helen Hollis (Hansen) Loen passed away August 15, 2017, 
just short of her 86th birthday, in Chandler, Arizona, where she and 
her husband, Orlin (who passed away in 2015), moved in 2011 to 
be close to most of their family.

A charter Askeladden member, Helen faithfully served our 
lodge from its inception, that is, before our charter, when we called 
ourselves ‘Friends of Norway’. 

We remember Helen as a true friend of Norway, and dedicated 
worker for Askeladden. After her retirement from teaching (and 
probably before), Helen followed her passion for genealogy, 
including researching at the Norwegian American Genealogical 
Center & Naeseth Library in Madison, Wisconsin. 
Helen shared her knowledge with us informally and 
in presentations to the lodge. This interest also 
extended to her work as historian for Zion Lutheran 
Church.

Helen served for many years as our newsletter 
editor, from ‘back in the day’ when we were a young 
lodge, before today’s technology. 

A consummate teacher, Helen worked to 
develop Askeladden’s Scholarship program, and 
served many years on our Scholarship Committee. 

Helen (or was it Orlin) won our ‘Two tickets to 
Norway’ drawing. Their splendid trip presentation 
included their visit to the village of Loen, located at the 
easternmost end of the Nordfjorden (google: Loen, Norway).

Helen was a cheerleader for Orlin and helped him in every 
way during his many years as Askeladden president. We will 
always remember them together, like ‘Lena and Oley’.

Unable to reach our ‘curator of old newsletters’ for an Oley & 
Lena joke submitted by the Loens, here’s one I found online:

Ole and Lena got married. On their honeymoon trip they 
were nearing Minneapolis when Ole put his hand on 
Lena’s knee. Giggling, Lena said, “Ole, you can go a 
little farder now if ya vant to”... so Ole drove to Duluth.

Helen and Orlin were true, faithful, dedicated, 
good-humored Norwegian-American workers for 
Askeladden, and in every area of life! They worked 
autonomously, and together as one!

There will be a memorial service at Zion Lutheran 
Church on Saturday, September 16th at 11 a.m. with 
visitation preceding at 10 a.m.

For more about Helen, read – 
obits.mlive.com/obituaries/kalamazoo/
obituary.aspx?n=helen-hollis-loen-
hansen&pid=186412207

- Submitted by Karen Jaegersen Kunze 

Helen Loen

Photos clockwise from top right:  Orlin and  Helen singing at the 

Askeladden 20th Anniversary Celebration, September 2008; Orlin and 

Helen with the Lodge Troll; Sandy Shaffer and Helen Loen at the 20th 

Anniversary Celebration, September 2008; Helen and Orlin with son 

Larry (?) at Askeladden Ice Cream Social, Darling home, August 2008; 

Helen Loen at ‘koselig’ Julebord, December, 2007

Gratulerer med dagen!

Fødselsdag Hilsener

September Birthdays

Elizabeth Sherman

Elaine Erickson

Ashli Niles

Luke O’Bryan

Mai Elise Code

Astrid Code

Earnie Best

Louise Adams

Evelyn Iversen

Lucie Darling

Margery Selden

Holly Jensen
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The mission of Sons of Norway is to promote and to preserve the heritage and culture of Norway, to celebrate our 

relationship with other Nordic Countries, and to provide quality insurance and financial products to our members.

ASKELADDEN LODGE 5•610
SONS OF NORWAY
158 Bulkley Street

Kalamazoo, MI 49006

SEPTEMBER KALENDER

Reminder: Under our lodge’s Norway trip drawing rules, if you want to be considered for the October 2017 drawing, 
you must submit your request in writing (or e-mail) to the Membership Secretary by the September meeting. Amongst 
other membership requirements, you must have attended at least three regular Lodge meetings or other qualifying 
events in the previous year to be included in the drawing. Membership Secretary Holly Jensen’s complete contact 
information is found on page 1. 

If you would like more information about our trip drawing, consider becoming a member of our lodge, or attend an 
event to get more information.

 

 • september 4  - Labor Day

 • september 10 - Norway Trip Report: Scandinavian Loop.  Joint event with Askeladden and VASA  

      2 p.m. Trinity Lutheran Church, 504 S. Westnedge Ave, Kalamazoo

     Note our new event starting time.  

 • september 16 - 11 a.m.  Memorial service for Helen Loen, visitation at 10 a.m., Zion Lutheran Church

 • september 19 - 7 p.m.  Board of Directors meeting, Earnest Best residence

 • september 22 - Princess Märtha Louise, 1971  (no longer a flag day in Norway)

 • september 29 - last day to submit Askeladden News articles        

 • oktober 1  - VASA Fish Boil, Trinity Lutheran Church. RSVP to Roger Drong at 269-349-7654 

 by September 27 with number attending. Pay at the event. Program to be announced.   


