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FOSSELYNGEN/NORWAY HOUSE – CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

NOTE:  Meeting Dates Have Changed From Listing 
in the Previous (May/June) Runespeak Calendar. 

JULY 17 Monday Lodge Officers’ Meeting   7 PM     Note: Any Member May Attend. 

AUGUST  7 Monday Member Appreciation Dinner at Norway House 

SEE PAGE 9 FOR DETAILS & RESERVATION 
FORM FOR THE AUGUST 7TH MEMBER 

APPRECIATION DINNER. 

 19 Saturday Road trip for our Lodge to Templar Park in Geneva, IL to see the 
   124 year old replica of Oslo Museum’s Viking Ship. (Page 3) 

SEPTEMBER 11 Monday Social/Cultural Meeting   (See Sept/Oct Runespeak for Details.) 

 18 Monday Lodge Officers’ Meeting   7 PM     Note: Any Member May Attend. 

OCTOBER 7 Saturday Scandinavian Festival at Ronald Reagan School (Page 3) 

Like the modern alphabet, runes were the written symbols of our Norse ancestors. Understood only by the 

very wise, they were used to communicate with others, as well as with the ancient gods. 
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FRA PRESIDENTEN 
(juli og august 2017) 

Dear Members, 

Well it sure is a hot summer so far.  I’m enjoying the heat and I hope you are too. 

I’m sure you are wondering about the sale of our building.  I wish I had details to provide, but we have run 
into some road blocks.  We have an interested party and are trying to work out the details.  I will give an 
update at our next meeting. 

At the May 22nd business meeting, it was decided to contribute $25,000 to help with the renovation and 
cleaning of the Leif Erickson statue in Juneau Park.  It will be an extensive project and we had these funds 
in a statue fund, previously donated for this purpose.  Solomon Juneau and Leif Erickson statues were last 
restored over 20 years ago.  Leif was installed in Juneau Park in October, 1887.  We need to help maintain 
this landmark for future generations.  If you are interested in helping or learning more about the park and 
restoration, visit JuneauParkFriends.org or send your check to Juneau Park Friends/Statues P.O. Box 
511067, Milwaukee, WI  53202 (indicate Leif Erickson). 

We are still moving forward on the next chapter of our Lodge and we are excited to invite you to a member 
appreciation dinner and entertainment for our August meeting.  We appreciate everyone who helped at 
Torsk dinners over the years and those who worked in any and all other capacities for our Lodge.  The 
dinner will be held on Monday, August 7th, 2017 at Norway House.  The dinner will be catered by Irene’s.  
We will also have music provided by Rick D’Amore.  Please see the further details on page 9 of this 
newsletter, and mail in your reservations as soon as possible.  I look forward to seeing you then. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to call me at 414-526-8312 or email sjroedel@gmail.com. 

Fraternally yours, 
Sue Berg Roedel 

FOSSELYNGEN OFFICERS 

President   Sue Berg Roedel 414-526-8312 
Vice-President   Heidi Strom  262-716-9118 
Treasurer   Evonne Hurst  262-786-8683 
Secretary (Correspondence) Janice Gregoire 262-784-6953 
Secretary (Recording)  Maureen Welli  414-774-0507 

If you have any questions, please call one of the above officers. 
Our web site address is: www.norwayhouse-milw.org   

NORWAY HOUSE 
7507 W. Oklahoma Avenue 

Milwaukee, WI 53219-2861 

414-321-2637 

Office Hours:  

 Monday 10-1   (Gertie) 

Thursday 2-5   (Pam) 

NORWEGIAN LANGUAGE LESSONS 

Interested in learning Norwegian?  New classes to start in September.  Please call Heidi at 262-716-9118 to 
confirm your spot.  Classes will be at 6 PM on Wednesdays beginning in mid September.  Cost is $120 for 
members and $132 non-members.  Beginner or Intermediate welcome.  More details to follow later. 

Thanks.  

Heidi Strom 

CLASSES WILL BEGIN WEDNESDAY SEPT 13TH. 
SO PLEASE CONFIRM TO HEIDI BY SEPT 1ST. 

mailto:sjroedel@gmail.com
http://www.norwayhouse-milw.org/
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Visit to the “Viking” Ship at Good 
Templar Park in Geneva, Illinois 

(Saturday, August 19th, 2017) 

NOTE: This is THE “Viking” ship 
that was the topic of the program 
of the April 10th Social/Cultural 
meeting.  Our Lodge members 
have the opportunity to visit this 
ship on August 19th, as follows: 

Meet at Norway House at 10:30 AM. 

We will leave Norway House at 11:00 
AM. 

-We’ll caravan to Good Templar 
Park.  (Exhibit is open from 1:00-
4:00 PM). 

-We’ll caravan to IKEA afterwards 
for dinner and browsing.  

If plans change, or you do not wish to 
go to IKEA, or there are any other 
concerns, please contact Jayne at 
414-380-5404. 

 (For information about the museum, go to   

http://www.vikingship.us/ ) 

Our special guest speaker at the May 8
th
 Social/Cultural 

Meeting was author and genealogist Karen S. Swensson, 
shown here holding her book Conversations, Loosely 
Translated. 

She talked about how she developed the book, and about the 
topics covered in the book. 

Her book is a clever and interesting way of her sharing 
anecdotal essays of birthing, schooling, parties, weddings, 
church services, and of death. 

The book includes humorous as well as sad tales of family 
farm life.  The book is an especially interesting history about 
Norwegian struggles as an immigrant family. 

The book shares details of the Koshkonong Prairie Pioneers as 
well as other Norwegian settlements in Wisconsin. 

Our members may have shared similar events heard in their 
own families. 

 

http://www.vikingship.us/
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Please Note:     If you receive a notice or 
call that a member is sick, in a nursing 
home or has passed away, call Gertie 
Mork or Ellie Thoresen so that they can 
be remembered and other officers 
notified. 

Also, don’t forget to notify Heidi Strom 
when a member of the Lodge passes 
away, since Heidi must notify the Sons of 
Norway office in Minneapolis.  Many 
people do not purchase a newspaper, 
and others do not indicate in the obituary 
that they are a member of Sons of 
Norway. 

 

Sympathy 

Fosselyngen Lodge extends 
its sympathy to: 

The friends and family of Nancy Lurie 
who passed away May 13th  

God Bedring 
Please remember the following member 
who has had health issues and is now 
recuperating: 

Vic Larson 

AT THE JUNE 2ND & 3RD NORWAY HOUSE RUMMAGE SALE: 

The pictures below show just a few of the several 
tables of items for sale by Norway House.  (In 
addition, there were very many other tables of items 
for sale by individuals.) 

FUN FACT 

The three colors of Norway's flag represent: 

Peace and honesty (white), 

Loyalty and justice (blue), and 

Strength and bravery (red) 
(As seen in Små Fjell Newsletter) 
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MANY, MANY THANKS 

No more torsk suppers???    Some of us are sad, some are happy.  It takes a lot of 
work to put on a smooth running torsk supper: three days of work, hours calling to 
get the needed 60 workers and then serving the food to the public. 

We have been doing this for so many years, it seemed like it was part of our life.  
But whether you are happy or sad, we would like to thank the people who have 
helped us these many, many years.  And a special thank you to those who came 
from Kenosha (and other towns) every month to put the tables and chairs away for 
us.  Not many people would do that. 

We were very lucky to have you.  Everyone who helped always knew their job and 
did it gladly, and everything done by everyone was greatly appreciated!!!!  We really 
mean it when we say ‘we couldn't have done it without you'.  But the good thing 
about working at the torsk is that we got to know our fellow members and became 
good friends. 

So again, many, many thanks to all.  Now it is our turn to sit back and take it easy. 

Gertie Mork, Secretary 
On behalf of Norway House Board 

THE FINAL NORWAY HOUSE TORSK SUPPER 
APRIL 22ND, 2017 

 

 

THE WORKER CREW AT THE FINAL NORWAY HOUSE TORSK SUPPER 
(Photo courtesy of Arlette Johnson) 
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(Photo courtesy of Daryl Wunrow) 

Aimee Brown, librarian of special collections for 
St. Olaf College Rolvaag Library, accepted 30 
Norwegian books from Daryl Wunrow.  These 
books, all in Norwegian language, were available 
due to the closing and potential sale of our 
Norway House this year. 

 

These five new 
members were 

welcomed at the May 
8th Social/Cultural 

Meeting. They are (L 
to R): Mary Christine 

Taylor, Sue 
Ramstack, Sheila 
Kershek, Jason 
Jacobson and 
Nicholas Mork. 

MANY THANKS TO LODGE MEMBER DARYL WUNROW FOR FINDING GOOD “HOMES” 
FOR ALL 75 OF THE NORWEGIAN LANGUAGE BOOKS IN OUR LODGE LIBRARY, AND FOR 

PERSONALLY DELIVERING THESE BOOKS TO THEIR NEW “HOMES”!! 

With the forthcoming sale of Norway House, Daryl researched on the Internet and found “homes” for all of 
our Lodge's Norwegian language books.  Daryl sent the detailed list of these books to 15 colleges, historical 
societies, and organizations.  The six recipients were Luther Seminary (St. Paul, MN), Luther College 

(Decorah, IA), Mindekirken Church (Minneapolis, MN), St. Olaf College (Northfield, MN), and Ev. Free 
Church (Minneapolis, MN). 

(Photo courtesy of Daryl Wunrow) 

Fosselyngen Lodge donated over 35 Norwegian 
language books from our Lodge library to the 
Mindekirken Church in Minneapolis.  Kris Grodahl, 
a church member, accepted the books for their 
library at their nearby Norway House, a new 
cultural center in the Twin Cities, from Daryl and 
Bonnie Wunrow. 
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OSLO AIRPORT DEBUTS NEWER, GREENER TERMINAL 

Norway is often on the cutting edge of efficient and sustainable construction and development, and the 
recent development at Avinor Oslo Airport is no exception. 

Dubbed the world’s greenest airport, the expansion has cut energy consumption by more than 50 
percent, and increased the annual passenger capacity from 19 million to 30 million.  It is also the first 
airport to earn an “Excellent” rating in BREEAM (Building Research Establishment Environmental 
Assessment Method). 

How did architects realize such a significant energy 
savings?  Nordic Office of Architecture, which was 
responsible for the project, began with the fundamentals of 
the building shape.  Often airports feature large windows, 
which offer sprawling views, but are costly due to 
temperature gains and losses.  To mitigate inefficiencies, 
planners consulted sun studies, improved insulation and 
minimized solar impact with glazing and a sloped wooden 
roof.  The project also relies heavily on natural lighting in 
favor of round-the-clock artificial lighting.  The airport’s most 
unique and innovative energy solution makes use of 
something that is plentiful in winter – snow.  Snow harvested 
from runways will be kept in an insulated reservoir system to 
cool the terminal in the heat of summer. 

Just as important as the form are the materials that were 
used to construct the new terminal.  The firm sourced timber 
from local forests, utilized recycled steel and made 
environmentally friendly concrete with volcanic ash.  These 
efforts reduced the building’s carbon dioxide emissions by 35 
percent. 

Photos: Nordic – Office of Architecture 
(From Sons of Norway Newsletter Service) 
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RECYCLING♦♦♦DOES PAY 
PLEASE Save Your Aluminum Cans 

For Norway House 

  

Dear Members, 

If you would like your newsletter emailed to you, please email me at csljohn@att.net .  If you would like both an email copy 
and a hard copy let me know. 

John Schneble, Editor 

Please note:  If you have any questions about this mailing, address changes or newsletter subscription, please contact Pam 
Steuernagel at 262-307-6335. 
 

Notice: All articles & information for the September/October 2017 newsletter are due by August 15
th

.  Email articles to the 

editor, John Schneble, csljohn@att.net  or mail to:  1024 North 121
st
 Street, Wauwatosa, WI  53226. 

The editor reserves the right to edit all articles. 

When searching the internet, use  

www.freelanthropy.com  

and designate Fosselyngen Lodge #82.  For each 
search done, the Lodge earns money. 
____________________________________________ 

 

www.sonsofnorwayblog.blogspot.com  
Designed to provide up-to-date commentary or news on 
issues related to Norway and Sons of Norway. 

Have You Had a Financial Checkup Lately? 
If not, contact your field staff representative, 
Greg Ragan, to set up an appointment to 
discuss your financial needs at no cost to you.  
This is a benefit of membership. 

Greg Ragan, Sons of Norway 
Fraternal Benefits Counselor, 
Insurance & Investments 
1-800-442-4146  

NEWSLETTER MAILING STAFF 
Gertie Mork and Pam Steuernagel 

Thanks for helping with the May/June issue. 

 
Save used stamps and expired or used phone cards for 
Tubfrim to help disabled children and youth in Norway.  Trim 
stamps so that you have at least at least 1/4 inch but not 
more than 1/2 inch around the edge of stamp.  (See 
Tubfrim article on Page 7 of the September/October 2016 
issue of Runespeak.) 
There is a place in the office for the stamps. 
Tusen Takk! 

 

If you have a change of postal address, please 
pick up a Sons of Norway “Address Change 
Card” from the Norway House office, or request 
the card from your membership director, Heidi 
Strom. 

Fill out the card and return it to Heidi. 

Ride Share:  If you need help getting to or from a 
meeting or event, please contact Heidi Strom at 262-
716-9118 and we will make every effort to find a ride 
for you. 

Thank you. 

A PLEA FROM A FORMER LODGE MEMBER 
FOR HELP IN LOCATING A PICTURE 

I am desperate to locate a picture that was 
hanging on a wall in the Sons of Norway 
Lodge. 

It was of my grandfather – Julius Christianson – 
shaking hands with the King of Norway when 
he visited America.  My grandfather’s face was 
beaming with pride! 

It would mean very much to me to locate this, 
so I can make copies of it.  I hope someone 
knows of its location. 

Please call me at 414-774-5721. 

Kathleen Christianson 

Rosemaling Class 
If you have any questions, please contact Karen 
Sanderson at (262) 679-1377. 

 

Welcome New Members: 
Rebecca L. Bergeson and Bev A. Molitor 

mailto:csljohn@att.net
mailto:csljohn@att.net
http://www.freelanthropy.com/
http://www.sonsofnorwayblog.blogspot.com/
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MEMBER APPRECIATION DINNER 

Member Appreciation Dinner  Monday, August 7th 5 PM    Social 

Catered by Irene’s Catering     5:30 PM    Buffet Dinner 

Music by Rick D’Amore     6:30-8:30 PM     Music 

Dinner Menu:   Green Salad, Fresh Fruit, Sliced Top Round of Beef, Sliced 

Roast Turkey Breast, Fresh Julienne Vegetable Blend & Roasted Garlic 

Mashed Potatoes, and Dessert. 

Cost: 

Members $10.00 each (discounted price) 

Guests $20.00 each 

 

Cut on dotted line.    Fill in form below, and mail in form with check per instructions. 

RESERVATION FORM: 

Name ____________________________________________________ 

Address ____________________________________________________ 

Phone ____________________________________________________ 

Guest Name(s) ________________________________________________ 

Make check payable to:  Fosselyngen No 82, Sons of Norway 

Mail reservation form with check to Evonne Hurst, 12655 Falcon Dr., 

Brookfield, WI   53005-6593. 

Reservations must be received by July 31st. 

Please send in as soon as possible.       Thank you! 

mailto:csljohn@att.net
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Fosselyngen Lodge No. 5-082 
Sons of Norway, Norway House 
7507 West Oklahoma Avenue 
Milwaukee, WI  53219-2861 

Address Service Requested 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

**************************************************************************************** 

The mission of Sons of Norway is to promote and preserve the heritage and culture of Sons of Norways mission er a fremme og ivareta norske kulturtradisjoner, og 
Norway and provide quality insurance and financial products to its members.  samtidig tilby de beste forsikrings-og finansprodukter til alle medlemmer. 
 

This information is for official Sons of Norway business use only.  Use of this information for solicitation or commercial purposes is a violation of the Sons of Norway privacy 
policy and is strictly prohibited. 
 

Fosselnygen Runespeak (Permit#2420) is the official publication of Fosselyngen Lodge 5-082.   Fosselyngen Runespeak is published 6 times a year by Fosselyngen Lodge 
5-082, 7507 West Oklahoma Avenue, Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  Phone 414-321-2637.  Annual membership in Fosselyngen Lodge includes subscription to this newsletter. 

NON-PROFIT 
ORGANIZATION 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
MILWAUKEE, WI 

PERMIT NO. 2420 

Dated Material    Postmaster: 
Please deliver by July 7 

Monthly meetings vary.  Please see page one for dates and time.  Our location:   Norway House  
 7507 W. Oklahoma Avenue  414-321-2637 * SE Corner next to AMF Bowling  Lanes 

Web site:  www.norwayhouse-milw.org  

Ole told Lena one morning that he was going to chop down some trees in the woods with his ax and he would be 
done by suppertime.  After working all day long, he could only chop down one tree.  The next morning Ole gets 
up bright and early and tells Lena: "I am goin' into town to pick me up vun of dose chain saws.  Dat der ax yust 
don't vurk too good."  Arriving at the hardware store, Ole tells the store owner what he wants and the owner says: 
"Ah, here's the chain saw you want and it is guaranteed to cut down 20 trees in a day."  Ole gets all excited and 
says: "Dat's yust vhat I need!  I'll buy it."  So Ole takes his new chainsaw home and gets up bright and early 
again the next day and starts working.  He works all day and can still only cut down one tree.  Disgusted, he tells 
Lena: "Dis here chain-thing is a piece of yunk!  I am going to get my money back!!" and storms back into town to 
return the chain saw. 

Ole tells the hardware store owner: "Dis here chain saw you sold is defective.  You told me I could cut down 
tventy trees and I could only cut down vun!!!"  The store owner looks puzzled and says: "Oh?, let's see if it works 
OK."  The store owner proceeds to start up the chain saw and it runs perfectly. 

“BRRUMMMM....Mmamamamama.....BRUMMMMM..mmamamamama” 

Ole jumps back in horror and yells: "Vat da Lutefisk is dat NOISE?!" 
(As seen in Vennskap newsletter) 

http://www.norwayhouse-milw.org/

