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What a great convention! I heard this from numerous people throughout the 
weekend and I must agree with them. Ann, Ramona and the entire conven-
tion board did a fantastic job in seeing that no detail was overlooked, 
lodge volunteers turned out in great numbers and the Radisson staff re-
sponded quickly to anything we needed. Our programs and classes were 
well attended, the cultural arts exhibit was a great place to visit and the 
vendors were wonderful. In addition, our off-site visit to Norskedalen as 
well as the river cruise sold out and the Saturday night banquet was filled. I 
was asked by a member of the district 5 board at the banquet if we could 

do this again next month. In the end it was an event that we can all be very proud of. 

Those of you who are still in the convention spirit can head north to Bloomington, Minnesota 
for the Sons of Norway International convention to be held from August 15 through August 
19. This is about as close to home as the International convention will be so if you are inter-

ested, check out the details on the Sons of Norway website and head north. 

For those who weren’t there, I had the honor of accepting the Lodge of the Year award from 
district president Andy Johnsen at the banquet on behalf of Wergeland lodge. This award 
was earned before the convention and speaks to our day to day operations and activities as 
a lodge. So many people have had a part in this award with efforts great and small on be-
half of Wergeland lodge that it seemed unfair for one person to accept it. Congratulations 

to everyone in our lodge on this award. 

Of course, the lodge needs officers in various positions to maintain all of the activities that we 
enjoy. During the next couple of weeks, we will begin the process of electing officers for 
2019. We will begin by contacting current officers to see if they wish to continue in their cur-
rent position. After that, we will begin recruiting officers for the vacancies found. Please con-

sider the rewarding experience of being a lodge officer if you have not before. 

So, the convention is now behind us and we can take a deep breath and enjoy the rest of 
summer. There are plenty of local festivals and fairs going on to partake of so enjoy these 

great get-togethers and I will see you at the next meeting. 

        -Dave 

Fra Presidenten 

The story of the founder of the Trane Company, James Trane, who emigrated from Norway.  

Next meeting: Thursday, August 2, 2018, 7:00 PM at  

Harry J. Olson Center, 1607 North Street, La Crosse 

Program for August  

Lunch providers for August 2 meeting  

Sandwiches (2½ dozen): Carla Burkhardt, Richard Granum, Frieda Nowland, Ilene Pavelko, 
Annie Piske, Karen Broadhead  
Cakes (18 pcs): Dee Johnson, Darlene Erickson, Shirley Schoenfeld, Jean Davis, Mary Sween, 
Judean Everson  
Pickles (1 jar ea): Lee Grippen, Bev Ranis, Gretchen Jacobson  
Members are asked to donate $3 per person at the lunch table for lodge expenses.  
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August 
Birthdays 

 
1 Ardis H Bolstad 

2 Carl Adrian Johnson 

3 Marley A Crossland 

4 Shelaine C Bennett 

5 Carly Olson 

5 Samuel J Stekel 

6 Kent R Drugan 

7 Ramona J Johnson 

9 Ann N Kathan 

9 Knute (Skip) Temte 

11 Marcia A Crowley 

11 Sandra K Kawatski 

12 Doris J Henderson 

13 JoAnn B Briggs 

14 Sonja A Banegas 

14 Susan J Corbisier 

14 Ingrid A Fowler 

14 LaVonne Larson 

16 Heather E Jacobson 

16 Gary M Knudtson 

16 Steven L Marking 

18 Joshua J Johnson 

19 Miles Chang 

19 Lynn M Curtis 

19 Donald B Woxland 

20 James A Romskog 

21 Dennis H Anderson 

21 Mary Everson Ivaliis 

22 Beverly A Fuhrman 

23 Harry C Bolstad 

25 Brian D Rude 

26 Christine L Hanson 

27 Katarina M Gatica 

28 Mary L Sween 

29 John T Erickson 

29 Jack P Olson 

31 Monroe E Johnson 

Sekretær Notater... 

Vice President Ramona Johnson called the meeting to order at 7:20 pm because we didn’t 
have the key for the building with David on vacation. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited 
first, and the three national anthems were sung in the correct order Ramona learned at the 
convention; ie, Star Spangled Banner first, Ja, Vi Elsker next, and Oh, Canada sung last. 
Guests were introduced: Our program speakers, Albert and Elnora Corbisier, ages 7 and 4 
from Kongsberg, Norway. Their mother Sarah was with them – daughter of Gary and Sue 

Corbisier. Andy and Lauri (sorry—missed the last name) also were guests. 

The flag was draped in memory of Elverda Guberud and Jim Gums. A moment of silence 

was observed. 

The Secretarial minutes from the June meeting were approved as printed in the Budstikken 
and filed. The Treasurer’s report for June was presented. The checking account had income 
of $521.91 with expenses of $695.58, leaving a balance of $4330.01. The scholarship 
account remained at $2,535.50; and the memorial account had interest income of 46¢, 
making the balance $2034.71. The savings account had no income or expenses, leaving a 

balance of $4189.58 

Old Business: The Foundation cans were passed around, and Dee Johnson thanked all that 
brought cookies for the convention. They must have been good because people were taking 

3-4 for each break. 

Vice President Ramona read the names and thanked our District 5 Convention steering Com-
mittee for making the convention a great success and a lot of fun. She also thanked all the 
volunteers for their work. Ramona Johnson was co-chair of the convention with Ann Kathan.  
Ramona said the next convention wanted to clone Shirley with her attention to details and 
organization. The Idun Lodge in Madison bid for the next convention in 2020. Elaine Nelson 
came up and told us of the nice experience she had while wearing the Convention T-Shirt at 

Features with some visiting boys from Tromsø, Norway. 

Many of the Delegates and visitors expressed that this convention was “the best one ever.” 
The hotel and location were excellent, the food was very good, the Wergeland volunteers 

were friendly and helpful, the speakers were good (many were Wergeland members), 

Ramona thanked Carol Stekel for the wonderful displays in the Norwegian folk art room. 
Ramona got good feedback on the Bus Tour and La Crosse Queen Tour that Shirley Schoen-
feld planned. Frieda Nowland was guide on the bus Thursday, and Blaine Hedberg was 
guide at the Country Coon Prairie Church. They were grateful that Lee Grippen would 
check off the people going on the bus so Frieda and Shirley could attend a special luncheon 
the District offered our committee. Gary Knutson sold a lot of raffle tickets, and Adrian 
Johnson sold more shirts and pins. Mark Quade gave a report on the Fraternal Affairs Com-
mittee he served on. Karen Broadhead was chosen as Zone 2 Director for District 5, replac-

ing Ron Iverson. The Sons of Norway dancers had some new dance acts. 

 (Continued on page 3) 

Scholarship recipients will be recognized at the 

August 2 meeting. 

Program for September 

MARIA THE MIDWIFE: Stories of Norwegian Midwives in the Midwest presented 

by Glenn Borreson 
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www.sonsofnorway5.com/conventions 

Convention Gratulerer til… 

...everyone involved in planning and producing the District 
5 Convention! It was a wild success and the hard work of 

many was evident!  

...to our Wergeland Lodge for winning Lodge of the Year 

for 2016.  President David Glomstad accepted the award. 

...Karen Broadhead, for becoming a District 5 Board Mem-

ber at the Convention. 

Convention Tusen Takk… 

...to all the Wergeland members who participated in our 
Cultural Classes, were leaders, or were Cultural Speakers. 
We heard so many good comments from our lodge and 
other District 5 lodges. Two of the class instructors and four 

of the speakers were from our own lodge. 

Mange Takk also to volunteers who helped to set up and 
work at the Cultural Arts display. It looked great! Also spe-
cial thanks go to those who participated in bringing items 
to display. So much talent there! I hope most of you got 

into the convention to see it! 

And mange takk to those who set up the vendor areas, 
participated, and patronized the vendors. We wanted to 
include a variety of goods to be sold and had 13 quality 

vendors. 

—Carol Stekel and Frieda Nowland, Co-Cultural Chairs 

 

NOTE: We have some t shirts and pins left with the con-
vention theme that we are offering at a great reduced 
price: $5.00 for a t shirt and $2.00 for a pin.  We will 
have them at our next meeting but if you want a t shirt, 
please call Adrian at 788-7507 to reserve a size.  We 
have limited quantities of some sizes left.  These are great 
collectors items and the same theme will not be produced 

again.                                               —Adrian Johnson 

 

 

(the last) CONVENTION C
O

R
N

E
R

 

Til minner om… 

...Cameron B. Gundersen, M.D., who died July 13, 2018. Dr. 
Gundersen (88) was a SON member from 3/11/2000 to 
now - 18 years. Our sympathy to his wife Rachel and his 
family. He was the son of Gunnar and Mary Gundersen, 
and is survived by five sons - Cameron Jr, Gregg, Adolf, 
Roald, and Joshua. 

Condolences til… 

...Joe and Carol Stekel.  Their sister-in-law Shirley Stekel 
passed away June 21st. She lived past Madison. Our sym-

pathy to the family. 

 

(continued from p. 2) 

Adrian will give a final report of the convention at the Au-
gust meeting. He said that his Treasurer’s books and 
Shirley’s registration monies balanced out. Gary Knudtson 
sold a lot of raffle tickets, and the drawing was held be-

fore the banquet, and a lot of fun too. 

The note books were passed around for bringing lunch for 
the next meeting and also to get news for the Budstikken.  
Jon Tehven, Pres. Of International, praised our newsletter. 

Yeah, Carla! 

New business: Ramona Johnson announced that the lodge 
potluck dinner would be delayed until the October meet-

ing. July birthdays were recognized in song. 

The Raffle Drawing was held: $90.00 was collected, 
$30.00 went to Albert Corbisier; $30.00 to Richard 
Granum, and $30 to our general account. Attendance: 54 

Adults and 2 children. 

Officers were thanked and the business meeting was ad-

journed at 7:50 p.m. 

Frieda Nowland introduced our program - Albert and his 
sister Elnora (4) from Kongsberg, Norway. Albert was very 
mature for his age of 7 and had a good handle on the 
English language as well as the Norwegian language 
while he explained what the children do in the Norwegian 

schools. Both children also sang very nice. 

Submitted by Shirley Lokstad 
Schoenfeld, Sec. Pro-temp for 

Pam Knutson, lodge secretary  

 

left: Shirley with the Conven-
tion Bags at ther Registration 

table. 
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Dis og Dat  

Sons of Norway Mission Statement 

The mission of Sons of Norway is to promote and to preserve the 
heritage and culture of Norway, to celebrate our relationship with 
other Nordic Countries, and provide quality insurance and financial 

products to our members.  

From our July program: 
The Cobisier Grandchil-
dren, visiting from Kongs-
berg, Norway, informed 
and entertained at the July 

5 Wergeland meeting. Albert 
Corbisier-Berge, age 7 and 
Eleanor Corbisier-Berge, age 
4, described their school  life 

and activities. 

 

 

The August program: The History of Trane 

Have you ever wondered what the history of Trane is? In this 
presentation, you will discover how a Norwegian immigrant 
and his son started a small plumbing and heating business in 
La Crosse then transformed it into the preeminent air condi-
tioning company in the world. Trane applications engineer 
and historian, Eric Sturm, will also discuss some significant and 
lesser-known accomplishments by Trane. Eric Sturm's Biog-

raphy:          

Eric joined Trane in 2006 after graduating from the Universi-
ty of Wisconsin - Platteville with a Bachelor of Science de-
gree in mechanical engineering. Prior to joining the applica-
tions engineering team, he worked in the Customer Direct Ser-
vices (C.D.S.) department as a marketing engineer and prod-
uct manager for the TRACE™ 700 load design and energy 
simulation software application. In his current role as an appli-
cations engineer, Eric's areas of expertise include acoustics, 

airside systems, standards and codes, and Trane history. 

Al and Julia Forde had relatives visit from Stavanger, 
Norway, the last week of June. Al and Julia, with their 
children and grandchildren, had met and visited them 
on Finnøy Island and Bergen in 2006. It was a very 

enjoyable reunion. 

Marilyn Rudser, Karen Allness, and Anne Fleischman 
were in Norway for ten days. They had fun shopping in 
Bergen. On day two, Marilyn fell hard on her knee and 
it put a kink in the trip for her. They had lunch at the 
Kvigne Hotel but no relatives to greet them. The hairpin 
turns on the Trollstigen Road toward Molde were excit-
ing. They were served lots of fish in various forms. Ka-
ren and cousins hired a driver to visit the Sherry and 
Allness farms. The Olympic ski hill in Lillehammer was 
impressive. They had lunch with Siw Volden. They con-
tinued on to Oslo, where a flat sells for $5 million. 
Many other highlights but probably too many to men-

tion. 

Carla Burkhardt spent time with relatives from Norway 
in early July. Her second cousins, Inger Wall and Bjørn 
Throndsen (and wife Karin) toured all 5 Great Lakes 
with Carla’s cousin Lois from Chicago. Carla met them 
in Door County where they were impressed that Wash-
ington Island was flying a Norwegian flag. Bjørn and 
Karin’s children and their partners then arrived in Chi-
cago where they all watched the July 4 fireworks from 
a boat on Lake Michigan. The 7 Norwegian guests, 
who live in Oslo and Horton, were able to attend the 
Hammersland Family Picnic in West Union, IA on July 7. 
Harold Hammersland, Carla’s maternal grandfather, 
was born in Bergen and was the brother of Inger and 
Bjørn’s maternal grandfather, Enoch. The Wergeland 

Kubb set (made by Dave G) was a hit at the picnic! 

 

A Minnesota State trooper 
pulled Ole over when he was in 
his Chevy pickup on I-90. The 
trooper asked, "Got any ID?"  
 
Ole replied, "Bout' vhut?" 
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Fem år siden (5 years ago) 2013 

The August meeting featured a potluck dinner at the Ameri-
can Legion Hall, followed by the general meeting and en-
tertainment by Russell Glomstad and Bearl Austad. They 
played old-time Norwegian and American dance music on 

guitar and fiddle. 

Erik Borreson, son of Glenn and Mary, wrote and illustrated 
an e-book for children, with themes of friendship, loss and 

sadness, and hope.   

Steve and JoAnn Marking are entertaining on the Queen of 

the Mississippi riverboat. 

Ti år siden (10 years ago) 2008 

Gene Johnson presented the August program, showing how 
the American Birkebeinerski started and grew to be the 
premier cross country ski event. He also talked about the 
Barnebirke, and how Sons of Norway Lodges are involved 
in this event. The Barnebirke is an opportunity for the youth 
to train, exercise, and compete in a ski event, and of course 

enjoy cookies supplied by Sons of Norway lodges. 

Wergeland Lodge participated in the Holmen Kornfest, 
parading with the maypole and other members who 

marched along. 

Jim Anderson, Sonja Banegas, Phyllis Branson, Anne Farn-
ing, Florence Overgard, Shirley Schoenfeld, Joe Stekel, and 
Frieda Nowland have volunteered to be step-on guides for 
bus trips to Norskedalen for passengers on the visiting 
riverboats that are docking at Riverside Park throughout 
the summer. Frieda conducted learning sessions to assist the 

guides. 

Leif Marking monitored 175 bluebird houses in the Coulee 
Region, including several at Norskedalen and Skumsrud 
Farm, which successfully produced numerous hatches and 

fledgling bluebirds. 

Femten år siden (15 years ago) 2003 

For the August program, Dr. Erik Gundersen spoke of the 
history of the Gundersen family in La Crosse, and the 
founding of the Gundersen Clinic, Gundersen-Lutheran Hos-

pital, and the Gundersen Lutheran Cancer Center. 

Several Norwegian words and phrases are being featured 
at each monthly meeting. Members learn the pronunciation 
and meaning of each, and the following month will review 

them and learn several new ones. 

Wergeland was named Lodge of the Year at the District 5 

Convention. 

Looking Back 

Winners of Folk Art Voting at the Convention 

Knitting: Barb Anderson, Stuffed Norwegian Doll Toys 

Knife, Metals: Jon Lee, Knife and Sheath 

Rosmaling: Kim Sime, Plate 

Other – Norwegian Theme: Melvin Sorenson, Model-Viking 

Ship of Chicago World’s Fair, 1892  

Hardanger: Ruth Ann Holm, Hardanger Framed with Blue 

and white 

Other Needlework: Carol Stekel, Cross Stitch 

Viking Ship 

Chip Relief: Darlene Henderson, Chip Carving 

“Winter Scandinavian Quilt Design” 

The Viking Ship was 
made by Melvin 
Sorenson of Indi-
ana.  

LindaJohnson-Morke, 
Eugene Johnson’s 
daughter, presented 
“No Wadmal at 
Walmart”, showing 
attendees how to do 
felt.   

Above: Beautiful rosemaling, including a trunk done 
by Wergeland member, Sandra Kawatski 
 
Left: Glenn Borreson's flat plane carvings....looks like 
the skier already had run into a tree. 
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More Honors for Wergeland Lodge 

At the District 5 Convention, Wergeland Lodge received 
certificates for Gold Merit Awards for Fraternal Excellence 

for the years 2016 and 2017. 

President David Glomstad was also 
awarded the Gold Merit President’s 
Award for 2016 and 2017.  These 
awards are issued by the Internation-
al Board of Directors of the Sons of 

Norway. 

President Andrew Johnsen and The District 5 Board and are 
pleased to announce the Lodge Achievement Awards for the 

last biennium. 

2016: Large Lodge of the Year: Wergeland Lodge, La 
Crosse, WI  
Small Lodge of the Year: Ostestaden, Monroe, WI. 
Family Lodge of the Year: Mandt, Stoughton, WI. 
 
2017: Large Lodge of the Year: Valhall, Rockford, IL 
Small Lodge of the Year: Ostestaden, Monroe, WI. 
Family Lodge of the Year: Nordkap Lodge, Detroit, 
MI 
 

Flott jobb, alle sammen! 

The cookies were a HIT! Thank you to all bakers!   A highlight of the Banquet was the Bunad Parade. 

Above: This fabulous group of Wergeland workers 

was behind the success of the District 5 Convention! 

Karen Broadhead was elected as 
a Zone 2 Director on the District 

5 Board. 
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A Visit to St. Olaf bygdebok collection 

One of the most important resources for Norwegian genealogical research are the bygdebøker (Farm Books). They tell 
the history of the farms and families that owned or lived on them and can be an absolute goldmine for genealogists. By-

and-large, they are reliable. 

There are several good collections here in the U.S. One very good collection is located in Northfield Minnesota at the St. 

Olaf College (the Rolvaag Library holdings of Bygdebøker) 

The Bygdeboker library and Norwegian American Historical Association (NAHA) was Founded in 1925 with the assis-
tance of novelist and professor Ole Rolvaag. He was secretary for the Norwegian-American Historical Association from 

1925 to 1931. The Ole Rolvaag Memorial Library at St. Olaf was named for him in 1944. 

NAHA's archives are located in the special collections area of St. Olaf's Rolvaag Memorial Library. Our doors are open 
to the public and they encourage use of our resources. Please call us at (507) 786-3221 or email naha-
archivist@stolaf.edu to schedule an appointment to visit the archives. Our part-time archivists can best serve you if we 

know when you are coming. We charge a modest hourly fee for research assistance. 

 —By Mike Wick [editor of the Nor-sota Lodge newsletter], mwick4249@comcast.net 

mailto:archivist@stolaf.edu
mailto:mwick4249@comcast.net
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Norskedalen Activities 
         Thrune Visitors Center 

Hours From May - Oct: 
  Monday-Friday from 9am--5pm 
  Saturdays 10am--5pm 
  Sunday from 12pm--5pm 
 
Guided homestead tours, when a guide is available, will be at 10 
am, 1 pm and 3 pm Monday through Saturday, and 1 and 3 pm 
on Sundays. Self guided audio tours will be available in any 
event.  
 
Admission rates for all programs with the exception of Heritage classes is 
$6.00 for adults, $3.00 for children, $15.00 for families, and free for 
members of “Friends of Norskedalen.” 
 
Norskedalen Members may use the Norskedalen grounds 365 
days a year from sunrise to sunset. Member parking pass must be 
clearly displayed in front windshield while using Norskedalen 
grounds.   
Non‐members may only use Norskedalen grounds during regular 
business hours and must check‐in with office staff to pay admis-
sions and receive a wristband. 

Norskedalen phone: 608-452-3424 

Web site: www.norskedalen.org 

E-mail Address: info@norskedalen.org 

OFFICERS TO CONTACT BETWEEN MEETINGS 

President-David Glomstad  608-304-9480 

      e-mail address:  djglomstad@gmail.com  

 

Vice President-Ramona Johnson 608-788-7507 

       e-mail address:  ajrjathome@msn.com  

 

Membership Secretary - Shirley Schoenfeld 608-526-6596 

      e-mail address:  saslax@aol.com 

Notices of deaths or address changes must go to 

the Membership Secretary 

 

Secretary– Pam Knudtson    608-788-3549  

 e-mail: pknudt1862@msn.com     

 

Editor– Carla Burkhardt  608-786-1821 

      e-mail: cburkhardt@uwlax.edu 

      

Sons of Norway Fraternal Benefit Counselor- 

     Helge Enok Vestnes 715-878-9646 

     W1741 Easterson Rd. Eleva, WI 54738 

     e-mail:  hevestnes@gmail.com.  

     Cell:  715-797-6414   


