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Wergeland Kalender 

 July 5, 7:00 pm, Harry J. 
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 August 2, 7:00 General 
meeting  
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I am writing this month’s letter with just a couple of weeks to go until the 
convention and I am looking forward to this event for several reasons. 

I have had the opportunity to attend a couple of conventions and one of my 
favorite things about them is catching up with friends from other lodges who 
I haven’t seen in a while. The convention provides a great atmosphere for 
meeting old and new friends alike and I hope that as many members of our 
lodge take full advantage of this. 

I also like the fact that for a weekend we can jump fully into the things that 
have drawn each of us to this organization. Ask anyone in attendance and I’m sure that they 
can tell you a favorite story about an ancestor who came to this country, stories of triumphs 
and pitfalls that each family holds dear to them that they love to relive. 

Lastly, it is the chance for our lodge to stand before our guest lodges and say, “welcome to 
our home”. We have all heard and some of us have experienced first hand Norwegian hos-
pitality when visiting Norway and this is our chance to pass that along to our guests. So, lets 
enjoy the convention that we have worked so hard on and make new memories for the next. 

As for Norwegian traditions, I had the opportunity to demonstrate lefse making at Norskeda-
len during Mid-Summer Fest. Mid-Summer Fest has been going on at Norkedalen for over 
thirty years but of course the tradition of celebrating the longest day of summer goes back 
hundreds if not thousands of years and is celebrated by cultures around the world. That be-
ing said it is special to celebrate it in that setting and despite the heat of the day, it was a 
very enjoyable experience and we are fortunate to live where we have the chance to cele-
brate in such a way. 

Finally, I normally end my letters by saying “I will see you at the next meeting”. This July 
however, my wife and I will be celebrating our 30th anniversary. We will be packing our 
kayaks (mine is named Skibladnir by the way) and hiking boots and heading to the North 
Shore for a few days following the convention. So, enjoy the July meeting and I will see you 
in August. 

 Dave 

Fra Presidenten 

Susan Corbisier’s grandchildren from Norway will tell us about their Norwegian lifestyle. 

Next meeting: Thursday, July 5, 2018, 7:00 PM at  

Harry J. Olson Center, 1607 North Street, La Crosse 

Program for July  

Lunch providers for July 5 meeting  

Sandwiches (2½ dozen): Richard Granum, Dorothy Paulikas, Linda Sherwood 
Cakes (18 pcs): Sue Corbisier, Laura Ira, Fran Bateman, Gretchen Jacobson 
Pickles (1 jar ea): Dee Johnson, Marilyn Rudser, Mary Sween 
Members are asked to donate $3 per person at the lunch table for lodge expenses.  
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July 
Birthdays 

 
2 Luanne Hjelle 

2 Frieda Nowland 

3 Beverly Nelson 

5 Patrick Chang 

6 David Ranis 

6 Miranda Rodriguez 

6 Evelyn Skogen 

7 Elnor Haugen 

8 Ciara Sween 

10 Samantha Schalow 

11 Bruce Friell 

11 Sandra Stavlo 

11 Eileen Temte 

12 Ann Sprain 

12 Leann Theisen 

14 Robert Brantley 

15 Jenna Malzacher 

16 Richard Granum 

16 Marian Mickelson 

16 Marilyn Trisch 

17 Corrine Abegglen 

17 Kristin Glomstad 

18 Joyce Olson 

19 David Trautmann 

20 Montaya Harter 

21 Whitney Herbert 

22 DonPeterson 

24 Nicholas Sween 

26 Sydney Crossland 

26 Linda Trautmann 

28 Shelley Jerviss 

28 Jadelyn Johnson 

31 Eugene Johnson 

31 Donald Sannes 

Sekretær Notater... 

President David Glomstad called the meeting to order at 7p.m. The Pledge of Allegiance 
was recited and the three national anthems were sung. Guests were introduced: June Kjome, 
who accompanied her niece, our presenter Midge Kjome. 

The flag was draped in memory of Carolyn Skogen and a moment of silence was observed. 

The Treasurer’s report for May was presented. The checking account had income of 
$1134.11 with expenses of $491.00, leaving a balance of $4503.68. The scholarship ac-
count had no income or expenses with a balance of $2510.50. The memorial account had 
income of $509 with no expenses with a balance of $2033.84. The savings account had no 
income or expenses, leaving a balance of $5173.71 

Old business: District 5 Convention: Foundation Cans were passed while President Dave 
thanked the District 5 Convention Committee for all of their hard work. Co-chair Ramona 
Johnson reported that we are doing well with volunteers but anyone else who wants to help 
will be welcome. She announced that if anyone attending or working at the convention 
wants to sign up for additional meals they can still do so up to three business days before 
the meal, with payment to Shirley Schoenfeld. Carol Stekel announced that an exhibit of 
Norwegian folk art would be held at the convention. If you have an item to share please 
bring it to the second floor of the Radisson on Wednesday, June 27 from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Shirley Schoenfeld reported that there are still seats open on the convention bus tour featur-
ing Frieda Nowland as guide on Thursday, June 28. Also, Adrian Johnson, lodge councilor, 
mentioned that there is still a good supply of convention t-shirts that cost $12.00 for sizes 
medium, large and extra large and $15.00 for the larger sizes.  

President Glomstad reported that the Syttende Mai flag raising ceremony at City Hall with 
the Mayor was a success and he thanked everyone who participated in the Westby Syt-
tende Mai festivities the following weekend. He also thanked everyone who brought Nor-
wegian treats for our May meeting, as well as those who brought pie for our ice cream so-
cial tonight.  

Dave also reminded us that he is circulating a pledge sheet for those who wish to contribute 
to his fundraiser 55 mile bike ride in celebration of his birthday on June 23.  

New business: Ramona Johnson announced that the lodge potluck dinner would be delayed 
until the October meeting. 

President Dave asked members willing to contribute Norwegian treats for Vern Olson’s fu-
neral, on Saturday, June 30 at Halfway Creek Church, to see him after tonight’s meeting.  

Helge Vestnes is back from his stay in Norway and has announced that the interest rate is 
up on members’ savings accounts.  

June birthdays were recognized in song. The Raffle Drawing was held: $138.00 was col-
lected, $46.00 went to Sally Olson for the 1st correct number; $46.00 to our guest speaker,  

 (Continued on page 3) 

SCHOLARSHIP applications are due July 20!  
See p. 6 for info and p. 7 for the application! 

Program for August 

The story of the founder of the Trane Company, James Trane, who emigrated from Norway.  
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www.sonsofnorway5.com/conventions 

(Yes, this is the July Newsletter but you hopefully receive 
this newsletter just as our District 5 Convention is starting!) 

More Scandinavian-type COOKIES are still needed for 
coffee breaks. Anyone who has offered to bring cookies 
for the convention please have them there Wednesday or 
before noon on Thursday, June 28th. Call a friend to take 
them if you cannot get there. Please let Dee Johnson 
know (783-6989) if you can bring cookies.  

Cultural Arts Display We hope our Wergeland Lodge 
will be well represented in the Cultural Arts Display. Our 
Norwegian culture has much to be proud of. There will be 
a "People's Choice" voting and top vote getters in each 
category will be presented with a ribbon at the Saturday 
evening banquet. 

We ask that you go to this website listed below and fill 
out the registration form. Make a copy and bring it with 
you. The registration will start at 7 a.m. on 
Thurs morning. There will be forms at the Iowa Room 
where the display will be held but this would just save 
time if filled out earlier. If you are not coming to the con-
vention, you can always ask someone else to bring in your 
display piece.  The room will be locked in the evening 
and also will have a volunteers there during the hours it is 
open.  http://www.sonsofnorway5.com/library/original/
docman/CulturalArtsExhibit.pdf 

CONVENTION C
O

R
N

E
R

 

Til minner om… 

...James W. Gums, who passed away on May 30, 2018 at 
the age of 97 years old. Our sympathy to Alice and family 
members. 

...as noted in the June Budstikken, Vernon R. Olson, LIFE 
member, died on March 29, 2018.  His Celebration of Life 
will be held June 30 at Halfway Creek Lutheran Church. 

Condolences til… 

...Members Alice Gums and Dorothy Paulikas, on the 
death of their sister Sylvia Ann Kirkeeng Patterson, who 
passed away May 17, 2018.  Our sympathy to you. 

Gratulerer til… 

...Mason Bateman, Grandson of Fran and Bob Bateman, 
and son of Mark and Tracie Bateman, was chosen as a 7th 
Grade Student of the Month at Holmen Middle School.  

...Pastor Ron Nowland, who recently celebrated the 60th 
anniversary of his ordination into Lutheran ministry.  On 
June 15, the actual date, thirty friends from various areas 
of his ministry gathered for a lunch at the Radisson hotel 
planned and hosted by his wife Frieda.   On the following 
Sunday Our Redeemer Church, where he has had his mem-
bership for 37 years, hosted a reception in his honor.  Lots 
of good shared memories at both events.  

...Sandra Kawatski and the Wergeland Dancers on receiv-
ing a Sons of Norway Heritage/Culture Grant. Sandra pro-
vided additional information as well as a few excerpts 
from the grant narrative: 

“To expand our mission and to promote the traditional sto-
ries and life themes inherent in Scandinavian folk dances, 
we will develop a series of short video clips to be used as 
educational and promotional tools.  We believe this project 
would be important, not only for those with Scandinavian 
heritage, but also for the general public, who can learn and 
appreciate the fact that people the world over share com-
mon life themes. 

One of the places where we will impact new audiences will 
be at Norskedalen, where students and adults can view the 
educational and instructional videos while waiting to tour 
various buildings.  

Promotional materials for our involvement in various commu-
nity events will also focus on Sons of Norway and our 47  
continuing years of being ambassadors for Wergeland. 

Our grant is for $475, and we will submit a report of our 
activities to the Sons of Norway Foundation before the end 
of 2018.” 

(Continued from page 2) 

Midge Kjome for the 2nd correct number; and $46.00 
goes into the general account.  

Officers were thanked and the business meeting was ad-
journed at 7:40 p.m. 

Ron Nowland introduced Midge Kjome, whose presenta-
tion “Delicious or Deadly” informed us about mushroom 
hunting in Norway and America. 

Pam Knutson, lodge secretary 
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Dis og Dat  

Sons of Norway Mission Statement 

The mission of Sons of Norway is to promote and to preserve the 
heritage and culture of Norway, to celebrate our relationship with 
other Nordic Countries, and provide quality insurance and financial 

products to our members.  

From our June program: DELICIOUS OR DEADLY? Mush-
room hunting in Norway. 

Midge Kjome shared 
her knowledge of many 
mushrooms found in Nor-
way, from the very 
good varieties to the 
very bad varieties. The 
main message: “When in 
doubt, leave it in the 
woods.”  

Midge was accompa-
nied by her cousin, June 
Kjome, pictured below with Frieda Nowland and Midge. 
Frieda reads to June each week as June no longer can read 
with her sight problem.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Our JULY program will feature Sue Corbirsier’s grandchil-
dren, Albert Corbisier-Berge, age 7 and Eleanor Corbisier-
Berge, age 4. Albert and Eleanor, who live in Kongsberg, 
Norway, will speak at the July meeting about being a child in 
Norway. They have dual citizenship in both Norway and the 
United States and both speak English and Norwegian. Eleanor 
attends a barnehage and  Albert is a first grader at Kongs-
berg International School. He also attends Culture School 
where he studies Norwegian folk dance and Hardanger fid-
dle. The children will talk with our group, sing some songs, 
demonstrate a little dance, and answer questions. 

Fred & Dee Johnson attended the high school gradua-
tion of their last granddaughter, Jadelyn Johnson. Their 
family time was special. 

Marilyn Rudser and traveling friends traveled to Nor-
way from June 14 to June 24. More news to come 
about the trip. 

Lee Grippen participated in the  62nd biennial Sanger-
fest at Luther College May 31—June 2. 250 singers 
from 10 Midwestern Norwegian/American male chorus-
es. Lee’s daughter Rachel was a guest soloist. 

Mary Sween and son Gordon flew to Cincinnati to visit 
Mary’s brother who had a stoke. He’s doing better, but 
needs bypass surgery later. 

Al and Julia Forde visited family in Pensylvania in May. 

Karen Broadhead recently enjoyed a two-week bus trip 
to ten states, including Wyoming, Utah, Nevada, and 
California. Many interesting sites were visited, including 
San Francisco, Los Angeles, Salt Lake City, Ronald 
Reagan Library, San Simeon, Hoover Dam, Newmont 
Gold Mine, Yosemite, Arches National Park, and Alca-
traz. 

Calvin Stromwall, grandson of Karen Broadhead, grad-
uated Summa Cum Laude from Minnetonka High School. 
Due to the large class size (over 800), the ceremony 
was held in the US Bank Stadium in Minneapolis, and 
was the first graduation to be held there. Calvin is 
spending the summer travelling and performing with the 
Casper, Wyoming Troopers Drum and Bugle Corps, and 
will continue his studies at the University of Minnesota in 
the fall. 

 

The July meeting is traditionally a potluck for the Wer-
geland Lodge, but because of the Convention and a 
number of other recent demands of our culinary efforts, 
we decided that July will feature our normal 
“lunch” (sandwiches, pickles, and cake) after the meet-
ing, and the Potluck will be moved to October. 
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From the Syttende Mai Parade in Westby 

Wonder-workers of Wergeland  

The newsletter Mailing Crew gathers each month to fold and label the newsletters. Here are photos from last June, when 

the deed took place in Char Vangen’s home. Left photo, from the left:  Ann Piske, Char Vangen, Romona and Adrian 
Johnson, and in the right photo, from left: Carla Burkhardt, Judean Everson, Dee and Fred Johnson. 

MEMBERSHIP NOTES - Adding Family Members 

Beginning Jan 1, 2018, new members have two options for their yearly dues: An Individual Membership for $60 or a 
Family Membership for $95. In order to qualify for a Family Membership, members must belong to the same lodge and 
reside at the same billing address (single family residence). Members do not need to be related. Family members can be 
added to an existing membership at any time. 

New members can use the application form to apply for a Family Membership by completing the information for the pri-
mary member on the first page and adding family members on the second page. 

Existing members can use the application form to add family member (s) to an individual membership or expand an al-
ready existing Family Membership by providing their member number on page one and information on the family mem-
ber(s) to be added on page two. No dues should be collected at the time a membership category change is made 
(Individual to Family Membership). Any change in the membership fee (from $60 to $95) will be done on the member’s 
next renewal invoice. 

Adding new family members online is also an option. Existing members can click on “Join/Renew” on the homepage (even 
if they are not renewing) and then “Add Family Member.”  

Need new membership applications? Contact the Supply Department at 800-945-8851 option 7 or ext. 4645, 612-821-
4645 (direct) or at supply@sofn.com. 

https://www.sofn.com/join_or_renew/
https://members.sofn.com/newMembers/member/prompt?_ga=2.235523777.1165064407.1525092925-331055091.1523996503
mailto:supply@sofn
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Fem år siden (5 years ago) 2013 

As our regular meeting date fell on July 4, there was no 
general meeting that month. 

Wergeland Lodge members and guests enjoyed a La 
Crosse Loggers baseball game.  Dave Glomstad arranged 
to have a special section reserved for us, and a table was 
also set up to dispense information and recruit members for 
our lodge. 

Lee Grippen enjoyed a trip to Norway provided by the 
invitation of many of his former exchange students.  A Syt-
tende Mai celebration and a visit to Tubfrim were some of 
the highlights of his trip. 

Jean Davis and Joan Everson enjoyed several days at their 
“hytte” on Round Lake near Hayward, WI. 

Marilyn and Sig Rudser traveled to Branson, MO, and en-
joyed several shows and did some outlet mall shopping. 

 

Ti år siden (10 years ago) 2008 

Rev. Donald Fox, pastor of Lower Coon Valley Lutheran 
Church, was the featured speaker for the July program, 
and related his interest in and love for the Norwegian lan-
guage.  He enjoys reading, writing, and speaking in several 
languages, and is fascinated with the history of the use of 
the Norwegian language in many of the area’s churches. 

Joan Everson and Lois Fruechte both recently visited Nor-
way, Sweden and Denmark. 

Femten år siden (15 years ago) 2003 

Ken and Gurine Eggen presented the program titled “Roots 
Revisited”, and shared their insights on family genealogy 
searches. 

Jill Nelson purchased and assembled the materials for a 
Maypole, which was used for the first time in the Westby 
Syttende Mai parade. 

To help members learn a bit of the Norwegian language, 
Cultural co-director Frieda Nowland teaches several 
phrases in Norwegian at each meeting. 

Looking Back 

SCHOLARSHIP Changes: URGENT - We need your help...and there is a deadline of July 20 

Recently changes occurred at International that affect our scholarship criteria. Previously the scholarship committee would 
have access to all Unge Venner members (who never had to pay dues because they were signed up by a parent or 
grandparent and were under age 24) and from that list the Committee would compile those eligible. Now Wergeland 
scholarship applicants do not need to be a member of Sons of Norway, but their parent or grandparent must be a mem-
ber. We must therefore, rely on you, our SON members to give your eligible children an application so they can ap-
ply.    

Besides the above qualification, the applicant must be entering their second year of study at a four-year institution and 
has not received a Wergeland scholarship before. With their application they need to send a copy of their Fall, 2018 
class schedule and a digital picture to include in the Budstikken.  

You, as the parent or Grandparent, need to take the initiative to have your children apply. An application is found in this 
issue on Page 7.  You may, however, let us know the names you believe may apply, and we will watch for them. It is late 
this year, and we all need to act on this ASAP, so scholarship awards may be given out at the August 2nd meeting as 
usual. We need the applications in by July 20th. 

Please provide Shirley Schoenfeld, Marilyn Rudser or Kathi Beane with names of your family member(s) who you have 
contacted.  Again, please be aware of the short time we are requesting for your response. They can send their applica-
tion, the picture, and the class registration by e-mail to: Shirley Schoenfeld at SASLAX@aol.com. If you have any ques-
tions, you may call Shirley at 608-526-6596, Marilyn at 608-612-0219, or Kathi at 608-783-3037. 

Men’s Bunad Kit for sale $700 

Dovre Lodge in Chetek, Wisconsin, has a full seven piece men's bunad for sale, Nordland or Troms. Ac-
tually, it is a brand new bunad kit that needs to be sewn. The patterns can be adjusted for all sizes, all 
material is included for vest, knickers, shirt, tie, yarn for stockings, and all silver buttons and clasps. The 
suspenders are quite beautiful too. Bunad kit was purchased at the Husfliden Troms about 13 years ago 
for over $1,400 US. The kit is available for $700, or best offer. If you are interested, please contact 
Robin Fossum through FB Messenger or rkfossum@gmail.com. Takk! 
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Wergeland Scholarship Application 
 

Name:____________________________________________________Date of Birth:___________________ 
 
Address:__________________________________________________Phone Number: ________________ 
 

Your E-Mail_______________________________________ 
 

Wergeland SON Family Member:__________________________ Relationship_______________________ 
 

Name of Accredited College or University:____________________________________________________ 
 
Major:____________________________________________Anticipated Graduation Year______________ 
 
 

Briefly, what are your future plans? _________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Why are you interested in this scholarship?___________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Return completed application, registration proof, photo to:  (or you may e-mail to  SASLAX@aol.com ) 
Wergeland Lodge # 5/028, c/o Shirley Lokstad Schoenfeld, 215 Juniper Ln., Holmen, WI  54636- 
1. Proof of registration for your second or further year of college 
2. Photo of yourself for the Lodge newsletter.  Email a picture (.jpg) to  SASLAX@aol.com  (no paper copies) 

3. Application must be received by July 20th. 
 

Guidelines for scholarship applicants: 
 

1. As of May 31st, applicant must be under age 24, a child or grandchild of a member of Wergeland Lodge, attend-
ing college, registered for the 2nd Year.  Applications are available from the Lodge Secretary. 

2. Any previous scholarship recipient will not qualify. 
3. Applicant must be a full-time student, completed one year of college, and accepted and entering the second year 

or later year at an accredited college or university. 
4. Each qualifying applicant will receive a $200 scholarship award and check at the following August meeting.   

 
The mission of Sons of Norway is to promote and preserve the heritage and culture of Norway, to celebrate our relation-

shipwith other Nordic countries, and provide quality insurance and financial products to its members.   
Wergeland Lodge is proud of our emphasis on family lodge, and a scholarship is available to all members families 

meeting the criteria above.    
Scholarship Committee Marilyn Rudser, Kathi Beane, and Shirley Lokstad Schoenfeld. 

 
     Signature of Applicant________________________________________ 
(April 1, 2018)                                                                                  Please use back side of sheet if needed. 

mailto:SASLAX@aol.com
mailto:SASLAX@aol.com
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JULY ヲヰヱ8 

Norskedalen Activities 
         Thrune Visitors Center 
Hours From May - Oct: 
  Monday-Friday from 9am--5pm 
  Saturdays 10am--5pm 
  Sunday from 12pm--5pm 
 
Guided homestead tours, when a guide is available, will be at 10 
am, 1 pm and 3 pm Monday through Saturday, and 1 and 3 pm 
on Sundays. Self guided audio tours will be available in any 
event.  
 
Admission rates for all programs with the exception of Heritage classes is 
$6.00 for adults, $3.00 for children, $15.00 for families, and free for 
members of “Friends of Norskedalen.” 
 
Norskedalen Members may use the Norskedalen grounds 365 
days a year from sunrise to sunset. Member parking pass must be 
clearly displayed in front windshield while using Norskedalen 
grounds.   
Non‐members may only use Norskedalen grounds during regular 
business hours and must check‐in with office staff to pay admis-
sions and receive a wristband. 

Norskedalen phone: 608-452-3424 

Web site: www.norskedalen.org 

E-mail Address: info@norskedalen.org 

OFFICERS TO CONTACT BETWEEN MEETINGS 

President-David Glomstad  608-304-9480 

      e-mail address:  djglomstad@gmail.com  

 

Vice President-Ramona Johnson 608-788-7507 

       e-mail address:  ajrjathome@msn.com  

 

Membership Secretary - Shirley Schoenfeld 608-526-6596 

      e-mail address:  saslax@aol.com 

Notices of deaths or address changes must go to 

the Membership Secretary 

 

Secretary– Pam Knudtson    608-788-3549  

 e-mail: pknudt1862@msn.com     

 

Editor– Carla Burkhardt  608-786-1821 

      e-mail: cburkhardt@uwlax.edu 

      

Sons of Norway Fraternal Benefit Counselor- 

     Helge Enok Vestnes 715-878-9646 

     W1741 Easterson Rd. Eleva, WI 54738 

     e-mail:  hevestnes@gmail.com.  

     Cell:  715-797-6414   


